THE STOIC CONCEPTION  OF

We always seek the good, hut frequently we mistake
something else for it, and, when this happens, we
commonly say that our passions mislead us. But
such passions are really the result of false judgments,
in which we suhsume under the idea of good actions
or objects that are not good. And this again implies
one of two things; either we make a mistake as
to the idea of good itself, or we make a mistake r
as to the nature of the things which we subsume
under it. In other words, either we do not clearly
realise what we mean when we call a thing good,
or we do not clearly perceive what the particular
thing in question is, and, therefore, we suppose it
to have a character which it has not.

But both kinds of knowledge are, in the opinion
of the Stoics, within our reach. The idea of good is
within our reach, for it is hound up with our rational
. nature; and if we do not attain to a definite under-
standing of it, it is because we do not undergo the
labour of reflexion which is necessary to make it
clear and distinct. And the knowledge of particular
things, at least so far as is necessary to determine
their value, is also within our reach, if we rightly
use and carefully interpret the images which we
receive from sense. To use an Aristotelian mode
of expression, the rightness of our conduct depends
upon the way in which we develop the practical
syllogism, whose major premise is the definition of